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H I S T O RY

Kazan Taiko joined the ranks of a growing taiko community in the Fall of 
2002. With the guidance of USC alumnus and TAIKOPROJECT director 
Bryan Yamami, founders Koichi Sanchez and Bridge Mei created the first 
taiko group at the University of Southern California.

2016 marks Kazan’s fourteenth year, and our presence both on- and off- 
campus has been steadily growing. Even with the induction of our newest 
generation, the Wood Rams, our core value has not changed since Kazan’s 
founding—we still pride ourselves in being an open group, providing a place 
for any interested USC student to learn about the traditions and artistic  
futures of taiko. A close-knit group, Kazan members are bound together by 
the same passion for self-expression through rhythm, movement, and  
cultural exploration.
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W O R K S H O P S

Kazan Taiko has had the honor of receiving 
guidance from prominent members of the 
Southern Californian taiko community. 
Kinnara Taiko—pioneer of North American 
taiko—has supported Kazan and given us 
workshops every year. We are also grateful to 
former KODO apprentices Charles Kellogg 
and Joe Small, Kris Bergstrom and Yuta Kato 
of LATI, and many others for their help.

P E R F O R M A N C E S

Kazan Taiko has annual on-campus performances 
for the Nikkei Student Union, the Asian Pacific 
American Student Assembly, the Asian Pacific 

American Students Services, and the International 
Student Assembly, among other organizations.  

Our recent off-campus appearances include various 
middle schools, the Japanese American National 

Museum, and Lunar New Year festivals in  
Monterey Park and San Gabriel.

S O C I A L  E V E N T S

Although we are primarily a performance 
group, Kazan members still like to have fun! 
We hold various social events throughout 
the year, including after-practice dinners, 
lots of boba, semesterly retreats, and late-
night karaoke.H
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K A Z A N  M AT S U R I

To hold an annual concert was one of Kazan’s biggest dreams in its early 
years. This dream came true in 2010, with Kazan Taiko’s first spring concert, 
Kazan Matsuri. Each year since then, Kazan has held annual spring concerts, 
all named after the first. These concerts represent the growth and dedication 
of Kazan’s members since the club’s founding in 2002. Kazan Matsuri typ-
ically draws Kazan alumni, members of fellow collegiate taiko groups, and 
USC students and faculty.

Kazan performs traditional songs such as “Matsuri” and “Miyake”, but we 
also regularly add to our repertoire. In 2015 we performed Yuta Kato’s  
“DokoKara”, and this year we will also perform Shoji Kameda’s “Omiyage”. 
Each year we also have original compositions by our very own members. 
Also since 2010, each new generation has composed and performed a  
Generation Piece for their second spring concert.

This year, Kazan Taiko is proud to announce that we are holding our seventh 
annual spring concert, Kazan Matsuri: Eikyō Ryoku. It will take place on  
Saturday, April 2 at the TCC Grand Ballroom, from 5 to 7 PM. We hope to 
see you there!

H
IS

T
O

R
Y

A
C

T
IV

IT
IE

S
K

A
Z

A
N

 M
A

T
S

U
R

I



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

KAZAN TAIKO
Dear Valued Supporter,

 The performance art of taiko, or Japanese ensemble drumming, is one that is iconic of Japanese and 
Japanese American culture. As the premier taiko group at the University of Southern California, Kazan Taiko 
has been a growing force in furthering this unique art form. Since our founding almost fourteen years ago, our 
presence both on- and off-campus has been steadily increasing. Our core value, however, remains the same—to 
provide all interested students the opportunity to learn about the traditions and artistic futures of taiko. Our 
membership has been growing each year.

 Since Kazan Taiko’s founding in 2002, we have dedicated ourselves to becoming a strong presence at 
USC and in the greater Los Angeles area. Despite being one of the younger collegiate taiko groups and one of the 
few non-audition groups, we have achieved great success in all our endavours. We continue to perform annually 
in the USC Nikkei Student Union’s Culture Night, a multi-act production of music, dance, and drama that  
educates the student body of Japanese American identity and experience. As active members of the community, 
we have stirred up school spirit at sports games, boosted energy levels at philanthropic events, given workshops 
to local elementary and middle schools, and promoted cultural diversity at various events both on- and off- 
campus. Since 2010, Kazan Taiko has also put on annual spring concerts that showcase our expanding  
repertoire, our hard work, and the enduring dedication and spirit that have brought us so far.

 To allow for Kazan Taiko’s continued growth and success, we kindly ask for your generous support in 
helping us share the art form of taiko at and around USC. Your donations would help us maintain and build our 
equipment, which would aid in the expansion of our membership. They would also benefit our annual spring 
concert’s production and promotion. Your donations would go toward our operational costs such as transpor-
tation to and from our performances as well, since we lack drivers this school year. In addition, your donations 
would help lighten the cost of participating in the 22nd annual West Coast Intercollegiate Taiko Invitational, a 
two-day event at which collegiate taiko groups come together to exchange knowledge under the guidance of 
renowned taiko figures. Your generosity helps ensure that Kazan Taiko can continue to share this inspiring art 
form with generations to come.

 Enclosed is additional information about how you can support Kazan Taiko. Thank you very much for 
your consideration!

    Sincerely,

      Grace Liu  Sarah Ma  Anita Chen
      External Relations Chair Finance Chair  Executive Director
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Donation Form

Thank you for supporting Kazan Taiko! If you are interested in making a donation, 
please fill out the form below, make your check payable to “Kazan Taiko,”

and mail these to the following address:

Kazan Taiko
3607 Trousdale Parkway, SKS/TCC 410

Los Angeles, CA 90089-4851

Prefix:       Mr.       Ms.       Mrs.      Dr.

Name:  
  Last   First             Middle Initial

Address: 
  Street Address

  

  
  City   State   Zip Code

Phone:  

E-mail:  

If you would like to make a non-monetary donation of products, goods, services, etc., 
or if you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact Sarah Ma at sarahsma@usc.edu.

Thank you again, and we hope that you will join us 5–7 PM on Saturday, April 2 at the TCC Ballroom
for our seventh annual spring concert, Kazan Matsuri: Eikyō Ryoku!

For more details, please visit our website at usckazantaiko.wordpress.com, 
or our Facebook page at facebook.com/usckazantaiko.


